


The Grand Old Days 
of the Erie Canal 


Pictures from the Past — The waterway that changed our area 





Courtesy of the Oneida County Historical Society 





his photo, taken in about 1900, shows a section of the Erie Canal 
between Genesee and John streets in downtown Utica. Today, it’s 
the site of Oriskany Street and Oriskany Plaza. This photo was taken 
from Genesee looking east to John. The bridge, in the center of the photo, 
carried traffic along John Street. The white Grecian structure near the bridge 
(at right) was the weighlock where boats were weighed and tonnage noted. 
The buildings on the left are where National Auto Supply and the Observer- 


Dispatch are located today. The wide basin in the area provided a place where 
canal boats could turn. 
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The Erie Canal: Only 4 feet deep, 
but it was gateway to the West 


By DOUGLAS M. PRESTON 
Director of the Oneida County 
Historical Society 


Almost everyone — student or 
adult, New Yorker or not — has 
heard of the Erie Canal, whether or 
not they know anything else about 
the history of the Empire State. They 
may have read about it, their ances- 
tors might have traveled on it, or they 
may just recall singing “Fifteen 
Miles on the Erie Canal” in grammar 
school. 

What was the Erie Canal? Why has 
it captured and held the imagination 
ofso many people for so many years? 

The story of the Erie Canal has all 
of the elements of good drama. But it 
is all the more appealing because it is 
true. The story is filled with dramatic 
scenes. One can imagine the turning 
of the first spadeful of earth at Rome 
on July 4, 1817, just 40 summers after 
the siege of Fort Stanwix and the 
Battle of Oriskany. In the fall of 1819 
water rushed into the first completed 
section of the canal, between Utica 
and Rome. And in 1825, the booming 
of relays of cannon carried the news 
of the canal’s completion from Buffa- 
lo to New York City. Finally — in the 
best known image of the story —there 
was the formal “Wedding of the 
Waters” on Nov. 4, 1825 when Gov. 
DeWitt Clinton ceremoniously 
poured a keg of fresh Lake Erie 
Water into salty New York harbor. 

Once the canal was completed and 
settled down to business, new images 
appeared. Mules plodding the dusty 
towpath, packet boats and barges 
rippling the water at the end of long, 
dripping towlines, dramatic stone 
locks and aqueducts or long, dull 
straightaways all were essential and 
unique elements of the New York 
state landscape in its second half 
century. Artists, and later photogra- 
phers, found much to inspire them 
along New York’s canals. 

The story of the Erie Canal is alsoa 
story of man vs. nature. The builders 

of the Erie Canal dug and reshaped 
the landscape of upstate New York 
and captured and rechanneled the 
waters of countless streams to pro- 
duce an artificial waterway 363 miles 
long. They felled thousands of trees 
and removed the stumps, dug through 
solid rock, built aqueducts to carry 
the canal over streams and locks to 
lift and lower boats over hills and 








escarpments. The builders fought 
mosquitoes in the Montezuma 
swamps and hard rock at Lockport. 


The story of the Erie Canal has a 
colorful cast of characters. They 
include such dreamers and promoters 
as Elkanah Watson, Gouverneur 
Morris and Gov. DeWitt Clinton. 
Sometimes called “the first American 
school of engineering” the Erie Ca- 
nal numbered among its “alumni” 
such notable figures as Benjamin 
Wright, James Geddes, John B. Jervis 
and Canvass White. Jervis, from 
Rome, became an engineer of special 
distinction, going on to design other 
canals, railroads, and New York 
City’s great Croton Aqueduct system. 


Besides the engineers and poli- 
ticians, the Erie Canal’s cast includ- 
ed canal boat captains, many of 
whom were the original “owner-oper- 
ators” (and their patient wives and 
children who lived for six months out 
of the year in cramped canal boat 
cabins). Lock tenders not only oper- 
ated the locks but dealt with some- 
times hot-headed captains jockeying 
to be first in line at the locks. Bank 
watchers walked the length of the 
canal checking for any erosion that 
could lead to a disastrous break in 
the canal, flooding of the adjacent 
countryside and stoppage of traffic. 


The story of the Erie Canal is one 
of success triumphant over doubt. 
Early critics of the Erie Canal ridi- 
culed it as “Clinton’s Ditch” and 
“Clinton’s folly”. President Thomas 
Jefferson opposed federal aid to build 
the canal in 1809, saying that it was 
100 years too soon. But the critics 
were proved wrong. 


Boom followed in the wake of the 
canal boats as low-cost transporta- 
tion gave rise to the new cities of 





| 4 Douglas M, Preston was appointed director of the 
Fy Oneida County Historical Society in 1973. 


He is a native of Gooperstown. 


7 He earned a bachelor of arts degree in history from 
“| Syracuse University in 1969 and received a master's 
| degree from the History Museum Training Program of 
the Cooperstown Graduate Program. 


Before being appointed to the post at the Oneida 
County Historical Society, he was assistant curator of 
the Fort Pitt Museum in Pittsburgh. 


Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo. 
Albany and Utica, already well estab- 
lished, saw new warehouses and 
factories grow alongside the canal 
while the Port of New York soon 
outclassed all of the other Atlantic 
ports thanks to this new route to the 
great American heartland. Philadel- 
phia and Baltimore businessmen 
pushed their own canals — or combi- 
nations of canals and railroads — 
westward in attempts to catch up, but 
the Appalachian mountain barrier 
slowed their progress and added to 
their costs ever afterward. New York 
City sat at the outlet of the only 
“water level route” from the Atlantic 
coast to the American interior, and 
still does today. 

The Erie Canal’s success was re- 
flected in a “canal fever’ which 
swept the rest of New York and other 
states as well. Despite the difficulties 
of construction, areas of New York 
north and south of the Erie Canal 
demanded, and in some cases re- 
ceived, canals of their own. Two 
examples of such “lateral canals” 
connected with the Erie in Oneida 
County. The Chenango Canal, with 
116 locks between Utica and Bing- 
hamton, was completed in 1836 and 
lasted for only about 30 years, primar- 
ily as a carrier of Pennsylvania coal. 
The Black River Canal left the Erie 
at Rome, defied gravity with an 
amazing series of locks — including 
the famed ‘Five Combines” — in the 
Boonville Gorge, and connected with 
the Black River at Carthage. Lumber 
was its principal cargo, along with 
quantities of North Country cheese, 
potatoes and other farm produce. 

more important reflection of the 
a ee of the Erie Canal was its 
en’argement within a few years of its 


completion, The orig; f 
See ERIE CANAL, Paes Erie Canal 








* 
a 





ERIE CANAL 


Continued from Page 2 





was 40 feet wide at the top, 28 feet 
wide at the bottom, and 4 feet deep. It 
had single locks 90 feet long. 


Beginning in 1836 and continuing 
until 1863, the original Erie Canal 
(“Clinton’s Ditch”) was almost com- 
pletely rebuilt and enlarged. The 
canal “prisim”’ or cross-section. was 
increased to 70 feet wide and 7 feet 
deep. To speed traffic, double locks, 
110 feet long, were constructed. And 
the route was sufficiently altered 
that the enlarged Erie was 12’ miles 
shorter than the original. 


In the process of enlargement, 
almost every structure and trace of 


‘the original “Clinton’s Ditch” was 


replaced or altered beyond recogni- 
tion. What a few senior citizens recall 
today from their youth as “the old 
Erie Canal” was in fact this enlarged 
Erie Canal of 1836-1863 vintage. 


The memory of the Erie Canal — 
“Clinton’s Ditch’ and the enlarged 
Erie — is kept alive today in no small 
part by the New York State Barge 
Canal. Built between 1905 and 1917, 
See ERIE CANAL, Page 4 
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Courtesy of the Oneida County Historical Society 
Gov. DeWitt Clinton of New York — the driving force behind the building of 
the Erie Canal — boarded the ‘‘Seneca Chief’’ canal boat in Buffalo on Oct. 
26, 1825 and led a flotilla east along the just completed Erie Canal. On Nov. 
4, the group arrived in New York City harbor where Gov. Clinton picked up 
a keg filled with fresh water from Lake Erie and poured its contents into the 
salty Atlantic Ocean. Construction of the Erie had begun in Rome on July 4, 
1817. Now, eight years later, the Great Lakes was united with the Atlantic at 
a ‘‘wedding of the waters” ceremony. 


aars Erie Canal | 


Rome 


fe) ag 
pprochester Oneidac4 


Lyons itle Falls Fonda 


Utica 


X Tonawanda 


‘Brockport 





Weta Palmyra Westen: Canajoharie Schenectady 


The route of the original Erie Canal — started in 1817, completed in 1825 


Map by David R. Price 
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Continued from Page 3 


the Barge Canal differs from its 
predecessor in several important 
respects. In many cases, it follows a 
different route, wherever possible 
utilizing existing natural waterways, 
channelled, dammed into level 
“pools” and connected by _ locks. 
Completely absent from the Barge 
Canal is the towpatch for horses or 
mules; the Barge Canal was intended 
for motorized vessels only. 


The Barge Canal continued New 
York State’s tradition of subsidized, 
low-cost water transportation that 
began with the construction of the 
Erie Canal, but for a different reason. 
Railroads were in their heyday at the 
turn of the century and despite the 
fact that no fewer than four major 
truck lines — the New York Central, 
the Erie, the Lackawanna and the 
Lehigh Valley — plus several lesser 
lines, competed for traffic across the 
state, promoters of the Barge Canal 
argued that it was essential to pro- 
vide competition against the railroad 
“monopoly”. 


Constructed at a cost of some $150 
million dollars and capable of hand- 
ling 5 million or more tons of freight 
per year (or “season”, since it is not 
open during the winter), the Barge 
Canal has carried only about one-half 
million tons per year in recent years. 
Competition from faster, more effi- 
cient, year-round railroads and high- 
ways doomed the Barge Canal as a 
freight carrier almost from the start. 


Packet boat 
on the Erie 


A team of horses pulls a packet 
canal boat along the Erie Canal 
through the Upper Mohawk Re- 
gion in the mid-19th century. Pas- 
sengers relax on the cabin roof 
while, at right, a steersman uses a 
canaller’s horn to alert a nearby 
town that the boat is approaching. 


Courtesy Herkimer County Historical Society 


The final blow came in the 1950s with 
the construction of the St. Lawrence 
Seaway which, though it failed to live 
up to the glowing predictions of its 
promoters, also took tonnage away 
from the Barge Canal. 


The Barge Canal has reached the 
age where it has become a kind of 
“living museum” in its own right. It 
has locks and dams 70 years old and a 
fascinating “floating plant” of tugs, 
dredges and other maintenance ves- 
sels of nearly equal vintage. These 
facilities and equipment all exhibit a 
high degree of maintenance, but 
many have long passed the end of 
their normal life expectancies. Har- 
bors and freight houses at Utica and 
elsewhere are nearly devoid of com- 
mercial traffic. 


At the same time that commercial 
traffic has all but vanished from the 
Barge Canal, pleasure traffic has 
grown by leaps and bounds. A variety 
of tour boats and every size and shape 
of private pleasure craft, from canoes 
to huge yachts, now ply its waters. 
Recent years have also seen the 
development of canalside parks such 
as the one at Lock 20 in Marcy, 
marinas as at Ilion, as well as the 
promotion of recreational and cultu- 
ral events focused on the canal. It 
remains to be seen how the Barge 
Canal’s recreational and tourism 
potential can be reconciled with the 
cost of maintaining and renovating 
it, 





Canal began 


Canalfacts 

~ @ in Rome, on July 4, 1817, 
Gov. DeWitt Clinton of New. 

_ York broke ground for construc- — 


tionofthe Erie Canal. 
@ The canal would be 363 
milestong. 


 @ Eighty-three locks would 
be built to enable the canal to. 
climb 571 feet from the Hudson 


River to Lake Erie. ae 
@ Laborers were to be paid 


50 cents a day. 


@ The canal was to be 40 feet 
wide at ground level, 28 feet 
wide on the bottom and 4 feet 
deep. 

@ A 10-foot towpath was to 
be built along the banks of the 


canal, 


@ Eighteen aqueducts were 
to be built to carry the canal 
over ravines, streams and riv- 
ers. | 

@ On Nov. 4, 1825, Gov. 
Clinton officially opened the 


_ Erie Canal. 


@ The Erie was enlarged, 
between 1836 and 1862, to a 
depth of 7 feet. But, in about 
1900, it was decided to build a 
bigger canal. 

@ Construction of the Barge 
in’ 1903 and 
opened on May 15, 1918. 

@ The Barge Canali is 524 
miles long. 

@ The Barge Canal consists 
of four sections: Erie from Troy 
to the Niagara River (340 miles 
long); Champlain from Troy to 
Lake Champlain (62 miles); 
Oswego from near Syracuse to 
Lake Ontario (23 miles); Cayu- 
ga and Seneca (from Cayuga 
and Seneca lakes to the Erie 
section of the canal (27 miles). 








of . 
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Courtesy of the Canal Society of New York State 


Passing by the Arms 


It’s 1905 and canallers and passengers on canal boats passing through Ilion on the Erie Canal got a close look at the 
Remington Arms and Ammunition Co. plant. A 10-foot-wide towpath was on the right. 


Lee i yee 
CR see 


AL 
on ER ae” 


Whitesboro waterway 


The Erie Canal cut through Whitesboro in the section that is now Oriskany Boulevard. This turn-of-the century photo, 
looking east, shows the old Alliance Knitting Mill building. Today, the building houses the Utica Casket Company. 


Courtesy of the Canal Society of New York State 
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Courtesy of the Oneida County Historical Society 


Heading east 


This turn-of-the-century photo of the Erie Canal was taken in downtown Utica from Washington Street looking east 
toward Genesee Street. What was then the canal was later filled in, leveled off and is now called Oriskany Street. 
The bridge closest to you carried traffic over Seneca Street. On the left is what today is the Liberty Street section of 
the city. On the right is an old lumber yard where today the rear of the Hunter House (the old Hotel Utica) is located. 





Courtesy of the Rome Historica! Society 


Heading for the Beach 


It was August 1922 and employees of the Rome Textile Company boarded the passenger canal boat, ‘‘Colonial,” 
near South James Street in Rome on the south side of the Erie Canal. They were heading for an afternoon outing at 
Sylvan Beach. 
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Ice hockey, canal style 


Courtesy of the Herkimer County Historical Society 


At the turn of the century, these youngsters in Ilion took advantage of the cold days of January — and a frozen Erie 
Canal bed — to get together for a game of ice hockey. The old Malt House was on the right. 





Neighbors in Herkimer 


Courtesy of the Canal Society of New York State 


The Mohawk River and the Evie Canal — shown here at the turn of the century — were neighbors as they passed 


through Herkimer. 


Calling all canal buffs 


If you are a canal buff, there’s an organization just 
for you —the Canal Society of New York State. 


For more information, contact: The Canal Society 
of New York State, P.O. Box 1156, Latham, New York 
110. 


The Society also is publishing a book called, 
‘Mohawk River Boats and Navigation before 1820,” 
by Robert E. Hager. Copies are $7.95 each plus 75 
cents for postage and handling for the first copy and 
25 cents for postage and handling for each additional 
book. Checks or money orders should be sent to the 


Society at the Latham address above, attention J. 
Hulchanski. 








MIDNIGHT 
PHARMACY 







inti RICK’S AUTO 
Prescription UPHOLSTERY 
Service 2645 Genesee St., Utica, NY 13502 

Until 12 P.M. Every Night Pe haicecnt iat 
1655 Oneida St. |) sreearo une 
ca Now Doing Furniture! Antique & Modern 





STOP IN AND SEE OUR DISPLAY 
“[ take pride in my workmanship” 


732-3171 





TRINKAUS 
MANOR 


RESTAURANT & 
MOTOR LODGE 
e Luncheons 
e Dinners 


e Banquets 
All Credit Cards Accepted 
Utica St., Oriskany 
(Rt. 69) 
736-3355 e 736-5205 
Check Our Special 
Off-Seasaon Rates at 
the Motor Lodge. 
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Courtesy of the Oneida County Historical Society 


The West Shore and the canal 


The West Shore Railroad, which began operations in 1883, crossed the Erie Canal at the “old black bridge”’ in 
western Herkimer County. The bridge has been abandoned, but it’s still up and near the intersection of Dyke Road 
and the Bleecker Street extension — about a half mile east of Chicago Pneumatic. This photo, taken in 1909, shows 
the canal looking east toward Frankfort. The West Shore once sliced its way through east Utica, Cornhill and South 
Utica, crossed the Memorial Parkway near Holland Avenue and headed west to Syracuse and Buffalo. 





Courtesy of the Canal Society of New York State 


Rome in 1905 


This photo shows the Erie Canal as it curved its way through Rome. The canal’s towpath is on the left and the bridge 
in the center of the photo carried New York Central trains over the canal. The Black River Canal — that connected 
Rome with the Black River at Carthage — joined the Erie Canal in this area. Construction of the Black River Canal 
began in 1838 and was completed in 1849. It was 35 miles long, had 109 locks and was built at a cost of $3.5 million. It 
measured 42 feet at the top, 28 feet at the bottom and was 4 feet deep. It climbed 693 feet from Rome north to 
Boonville and then dropped 386 feet to Lyons Falls. 
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HERITAGE 
LIQUORS 


““We Dicker 
With Liquor” 


AL'S UPHOLSTERY 


0 Automotive o Motorcycles 
o Boats o Home Furniture 


Away From 
Sangertown Square 


Free Estimates 
Contracts 
Free Pick-Up 
and Delivery 
Call 339-2486 


Rt. 5A 
New Hartford 


724-1832 






SOV, |GENESEE FLORAL 
OVA DPES | Utica Ny. 
GAN AT aiia | 732-6547 
POUIME SY | Mark Calogero 








4 SPEED 
$7,995 
HOKE AUTO 


: FOR ALL 
ERIE BLVD: W:, ROME 





BROWNELL 


BUSINESS EQUIPMENT 
Complete Office Outfitters 
Office Supplies 
Office Planning 
Steelcase and Other 
Fine Furniture 
Typewriters-Calculators 
Dictating Equipment 
Oriskany Blivd., Yorkville 


736-0148 

















Spaven Construction Co. 
FOOT OS ir Coe 


Additions, Garages, Kitchens, 
Remodeling, Plumbing. 


Heating And Electrical 
853-2687 


Fully Insured eee Free Estimates 


Just A Stone’s Throw 





Designer & Owner (air) 





FLOWERS a, 






OCCASIONS 2 
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Discover 
the people 
devote 
fo.natural 


atol-Tel-Tale(ctarg 
harmony and 
good health 


NATURAL VITAMINS e FOOD SUPPLEMENTS 
ORGANIC CLEANER & DETERGENTS 
NATURAL SKIN CARE 


(interested in a business opportunity?) 
see 
JIM & FRAN MANLEY 
158 MAIN ST., WHITESBORO 
PHONE 736-6029 or 736-0733 


ep 


B-7 - DELIVERY SERVICE 


WILL DELIVER ANYTHING 


ROME 
(315) 336-7548 


Give your home 

the cleaning it 

needs. Use Jim Manley’s 
finest cleaners: 


KNIGHT'S 
SPRAY NINE 


JIM MANLEY’S 


CLO-RITE, INC. 
158 MAIN STREET, WHITESBORO 
736-6029 OR 736-0732 


IF WE CAN'T GETIT. IT CAN'T BE BOUGHT 
i OF UTICA, INC 
AUTO & TRUCK RUST PROOFING 
ACRYLIC OVERCOAT 
FABRA GUARD 








724-9844 ) 
1025 ORISKANY ST. Ww. Van Hatten 










PAPERHOUSE 


At Little Falls Color Print 

Riverside Industrial Park 

Little Falls NY @ 315-823-0550 
Mon.-Fri. 10-3:30; Sat. 10-2:30 


SAVINGS UP TO 50% 
GRADUATION & WEDDING 
DECORATIONS 


GIFT WRAP, TISSUE and PARTY 
SUPPLIES FOR ALL OCCASIONS 












TAYLOR SAVES 
THE DAY 


COMPLETE LINE 
PARTY SUPPLIES 
Including: 
CHINA, CHAIRS, TABLES 
TENTS, DANCE FLOORS 


394 Oriskany Blvd. 
(Rte. 69) 
Whitesboro 


Tia 736-3232 
ee 736-0827 


Pipes 
Unlimited 
Custom Blend 
Tobacco’s 
Pipes-Pipe 
Repairs 
Imported Cigars 
Bob Smith, Tobacconist 
19 Auburn Ave. 
Utica 735-2588 












Guided Trail 
Over 300 Acres of Trails 


noe tieambeyeet 
Richi Spring 


ield 
315-858-0295 or 7-8740 





es oes 
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Courtesy of Etta Hoag, Oriskany Falls 


A place to turn | 


The photo on the cover of this booklet shows the Erie Canal from Genesee Street looking east to John Street. This 
photo, taken in 1912, shows the canal from John Street looking west to the Genesee Street bridge. The buildings on 
the left are about where the Boston Store garage Is today, and the buildings on the right are where National Auto 
Supply and the Observer-Dispatch are today. This section of the canal — today Oriskany Street and Oriskany Plaza 
— was wide to allow boats to turn and to approach the weighlock where boats were weighed and tonnage noted. The 
woman in the photo is Etta Hoag, who is now 94 years old and lives In Oriskany Falls. She is standing near the 


weighlock’building (not shown in this photo) that was near John Street and was built in 1829. It was built in the Greek 
Revival style of the period. 





ee 


Courtesy of the Oneida County Historical Society 


Durhamville dry dock 


The village of Durhamville, north of the city of Oneida, was the home of a dry dock for many years. There, canal 
boats were built and repaired. The area was ideal for the task, too, since the nearby Erie Canal provided a large 
surplus of water. 





FYNMORE STUDIOS 


MASTER FRAME MAKERS 













CONSERVATORS 
AND RESTORERS 
OF FINE ART 
ART GALLERY-ORIGINAL AND 
REPRODUCTIONS 
OVER 1,000 
MOULDING SELECTIONS 
“INVEST IN ART - IT PAYS” 
134 MAIN ST. 
BOONVILLE, NY 94 2-4 049 








CONTINENTAL 
ROOFING 
CONTRACTOSR, INC. 


ROOFING SPECIALISTS 


@ Built-up Roofs (Hot Tar) 
e Rubber Roofing e Tin e Shingles 
o Sheet Metal e Gravel e John-Manville 
o Celatex e General Tire 


EMERGENCY REPAIR - Anyday-Anytime 


Call 733-0610 


ST. LOUIS GAS CO., INC. 


9432 RIVER ROAD 
MARCY, NY 13403 


PX Ait Rods 


e INDUSTRIAL GASES 

eo WELDING AND CUTTING EQUIPMENT 
eo MEDICAL 

e SAFETY 












DAVID B. JONES, PRES. 735-6153 








THE Bee 
STONE HOUSE 


“A Most Unique Country Restaurant” 


Featuring 
Home-style Cooking - Our specialties: 
Chicken & Biscuits - 
Salt Pork with Milk Gravy 
- Creamed Cod Fish 
Also Steaks, chops & seafood 
Try our luscious home-made desserts 
including fresh fruit pies. 
Babcock Hill Rd. West Winfield, NY 
Reservations suggested, but not necessary 822-5369 
Cocktail Lounge now open 
Sunday 12:30-5; closed Mon. 
Weekdays 5-8 (Fri. & Sat. til 9) 


Open February-November 
















Gar 





Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 am-6 pm @ Sat. 9 am-1 pm; Closed Sunday 
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ro’s Drug Store, Inc. 
704 Bleecker St.@ 732-6915 


e Free Prescription Delivery Service 

e@ 10% Senlor Citizen Discount 

© 10% Off on Ostomy Supplies 

e 20% Off Hospital Equipment e Greeting Cards 


TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 


Key and Computerized PBX 
Systems 

@ Lease or Purchase 

@ Consultation and Design 

@ Radio Dispatched Service Any- 


GENEY 6 


i EL 
Since 1940 NORTHERN TELECOM 


310 Main St. (opp. Rail Station) 


197-8222 





NM WOM, 
Clearance 
Items In 
Window Ag be ark 
Polaroid Film *%4 “AVA 4 
eo VCR Video Tapes 
Polaroid e Scotch e Maxell 


Check out our Everyday 
Low Prices on Shavers 


242 Genesee St, Utica 


(Opposite Gold Dome Bank) 732-1790 
Mon.-Fri. 9:00-5:30; Sat. 10:00-1:30 


< 
\ 





SHERATON 
CLUB 
NAUTILUS 


2 for 1 SPECIALS 
1 YEAR - $199.00 EACH 
6 MONTHS - $120.00 EACH 


735-8527 Convenient 


Payment | 


or 
797-8010 Flan 


Master Card 


= 


RJ, PAINTING €0, 





Quality Interior and 





o Commercial o Resideutial 
o Sheet Rock Paneling 
o Drop Ceiling 


Call For Your Free Estimate 





2 10%-50% 





Your One Stop Shop 
8 Years Experience 






Exterior Painting 














732-3669 





Established 1954 





FRATERNAL 
COMPOSITE 
SERVICE, INC. 


169 Campbell Ave. 
Yorkville, N.Y. 
733-0593 


College Fraternity & 
Sorority Compoosites 












OLD 
LAMPLIGHTER 
SHOP 


(at the Musical Museum) 


Rt. 12 
Deansboro, N.Y. 


841-8774 
Gifts 
Lamp Shades 
Lamp Restoration 
& Wiring 
A Beautiful Fall Drive! 
Only 12 Mi. South of Utica 


9 
D.R. Construction, 
General Contractor. 
Your complete 
Master Craftsman. 
Everything in 
the building trade. 
19 yrs. Carpentry, 
masonry, plumbing, 
electrical, roofing, 
siding, doors, 
windows, decks 
additions, garages, 
pole buildings. 
Building restoration 
at it’s best. 
Insured, guaranteed 


821-6412 
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“Honesty and ¢ 
Integrity have | 
keptus in Business | 
55 years.” ‘ 





President 


DONS FORD IS THE BEST PLACE TOI 
SELECTION “N2 have the largest inventory of 


ew Cars and trucks in Central New ; 
York. Choose from 350 vehicles in stock and many more 
arriving daily. 


PRICE e Because of our huge inventory we area J 
high volume, low profit dealer. That means ® 


you pay less because we sell for less than any of our 
competition. . 


{ 

e We've become the trendsetter in retail 2 

LEASING 
( 


automotive leasing and can tailor make a 
lease arrangement to your specific wants and needs, either 
personal or business. 


1.9% FINANCING ON 
RT. 12 NORTH UTICA 


MFALS 
\ 2 FORO AUTHORIZED LEASING SYSTEM 
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Y YOUR NEXT VEHICLE. HERE'S WHY.. 
INANCE ASSISTANCE 3.28 {ce it, even 


e always the best, most people still can’t afford to pay cash. 
.at Don's Ford we have finance specialists that offer expert 


vice on how to make easy monthly payments at the lowest 
ssible interest rates. 


ERVICE @ We make a personal committment to give 
each and every customer complete 


operation and consideration. Many dealers say they won’t 
‘get you after the sale, at Don’s Ford, it’s for real. Our service 
ilities feature hi-tech state-of-the-art equipment and a newly 
ened Parts Store for the ‘‘do-it-yourselfer.”’ 


IANY NEW MODELS! 








197-1520 


N’S FORD 
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‘Low bridge!’ 


Any person who rode canal boats frequently quickly became accustomed to the cry, “Low bridge! Everybody down!”’ 
To keep construction costs down, many bridges crossing the Erie Canal were built as low as possible — so low, in 
fact, a person standing on the deck of a boat usually had to duck or end up with a bump on the head. One of the low 
bridges in Utica was this one at Washington Street. This photo, taken in the 1890s, was taken from Cornelia Street 
(near where the Utica Memorial Auditorium Is today) looking east to Genesee Street. When the Erie Canal was filled 
in in the early 1920s, this section of the canal became Oriskany Street. 





Courtesy of the Canal Society of New York State 


Last lock 


Lock 45 at Frankfort was the last lock in the Eastern Division of the original Erie Canal. No locks were required for the 
next 69 miles west to Syracuse and the stretch was called the Long Level. This lock at Frankfort had a lift of nearly 11 
feet and was at Mill Street just below the Moyer Creek aqueduct. This photo was taken In about 1905. 









PEZDEK’S 
| AUTO REPAIR. 


479 Main St. 
New York Mills, NY 13417 
Established by Albert Pezdek 
Now Operated by Martin A. Pezdek 





Best Friend 


Weekly Home 








Cleaning Programmed 
By The Homeowner 


124-9719 


“Service : 
With A 
Smile” 


136-4176 






) e GOOD FOOD 
e GOOD 
ATMOSPHERE 


WIDE SELECTION 


INCLUDING 
Steaks, Chicken, 
Seafood 

Daily Luncheon Specials 


GIRANIDAIDIDY 8 


1899 Genesee St., Utica @ RING 733-9001 


well 
REILLY AGENCY INC. 

t THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
PROFESSIONALS 


737-7318 


Independently Owned 





BIANCO’S 
SERVICE STATION 
Specializing In Foreign 
& Domestic Car Repair 
e Tune-Ups 
e Brake Service 
e@ Major Repairs 
e Transmission Work 
e Electrical e Welding 
e Road Service e Towing 


274 South St., Utica 


732-8020 






See What Our Home Marketing 
System Will Do For You! 










We'll do a full-scale marketing 
plan for your property to help 






Better 
Hotes, 







possible price. And we'll ex- 
plore finanging options that will 







tractive to buyers. Our Home 
Marketing System will give you 






H:O:M‘E 
MARKETING market. Trust us to help with 


stand out from others on the 


SYSTEM 


3 Convenient Locations! 


28 Kellogg Road 
New Hartford, New York 13413 
Telephone (315) 797-7520 


One East Park Row 
Clinton, New York 13323 
(815) 853-5583 


Whitestown Shopping Center 
Whitesboro, New York 13492 
(315) 768-6000 
Our Home Marketing System means we'll 
help find the right buyer for your home. Call 


home and buying a new one. 





DEIORIOS (5 


. 
Reerth Bobed Products Since ita *S 
~~“ 





Available At Your Favorite 
Market 
Visit Our Thrift Stores 











_ 624 Elizabeth St. 
_ Utica 732-7612 







| 24 Kellogg Rd. 
us New Hartford 797- 8623 
ie 


System will work for you. 


Stevens, Weeks, 
McEvoy 


Inc., Realtors 












you sell it fast at the best 
make your property more at- 
ideas to make your property 


every aspect of selling your 


us today and see how our Home Marketing 







a 
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NEWPORT SECURITY SYSTEMS INC. 
FIRE & SMOKE ALARMS 


Licensed in the City of Utica 
24 Hour Monitoring - 7 Days A Week 
Commercial - Residential e Leasing & Financing Available 
Bridge-Newport or Call Toll Free 
315-845-8200 1-800-526-6246 








Rent-A-Lemon 


Is your lemon in the shop again? 


Why not... 

AND 
EY! 
Low Rates - DAILY, WEEKLY, MONTHLY 


Quality Cars From Yesterday 
AT PRICES FROM Years ago!! 
*15.00 daily plus 12* per mile. 


ORISKANY GARAGE RENT-A- LEMON 


1206 Champlin Ave., Yorkville 737-060 










FREEMAN 
INSURANCE AGENCY 


The Insurance Market Place 
For Professional Insurance 
Councel 


MONTHLY TERMS 
COMPETITIVE RATES 
PERSONAL SERVICE 


Edward H. Freeman 
Agent 
1630 Genesee St., Utica, New York 


724-6131 






TAURUS TRANSPORTATION 


FOR ALL THE RIGHT REASONS 


T - as . © 


Fuso } TRUCKS | 
[rmvcx Cone IVECO 
NISSAN DIESEL 


MITSUBISHI-FUSO, ISUZU 
IVECO, NISSAN 


(800) 872-7878 _ _733-4631 












RT. 49 
_MARCY 








Est. 1972 


Waste Management 


of New York Utica 
Division of 
Mohawk Valley Sanitation, Inc. 










Fred David-General Manager 
Cor : 






Handling Systems 
2003 Bleecker St., Utica 


797-5225 
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The Chenango 
and the Erie 


Utica became an important part of 
New York State’s canal system 
when the Chenango Canal was 
completed in 1836, connecting the 
Erie Canal in Utica with the Sus- 
quehanna River in Binghamton. 
Construction of the Chenango 
began in 1834 and was completed 
two years later at a cost of $2.8 
million. It was 97 miles long and 
had 116 locks between Utica and 
Binghamton. Canal boats using 
the Chenango primarily used it to 
carry coal from Pennsylvania to 
areas to the north. The Chenango 
was abandoned in 1876 after 
railroads connected the Upper 
Mohawk Region with the Southern 
Tier. This map, drawn in 1873, 
shows the spot in Utica where the 
Chenango met the Erie. When the 
canals were finally abandoned 
and filled in, that spot became the 
area of Oriskany Circle — where 
Oriskany, State and Varick streets 
meet. | 





Courtesy Oneida County Historical Society 





Courtesy of Herkimer County Historica! Society 


llion and the canal 


The Erie Canal passed through the village of Ilion and this photo, taken in about 1900, was taken from the old 
Typewriter Bridge looking east to Mohawk. 
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Take The Road to Adventure 


VISIT FLAIRTIQUE 
GIFT SHOP 


At Hermitage 
Gardens 
























[AUCTION 
BY 
KNAPP 


-] Mohawk Valley's Source of 
| Fine Antiques Since 1890 
TRON KETTLE AUCTION HOUSE 
| Rt.5 at Schuyler Corners 
te Utica, N.Y. 
| 732-2042 
» - Auctioneers & \ppraisers 
] Michael W. Knapp Auctioneer 


Route 51-Otsego Street-South of Ilion Featuring Herkimer 
Cheese Products/Fine Antiques 


Mon.-Fri. 9 to 5; Sat. 11-3; Sun.-Chance! 895-7832 


Find The Perfect Gift in an Antique of China or Glass! 
Help Carry on or Start a Tradition 


The Herkimer Family of Fine New York State Cheese 
At DISCOUNT PRICES-Sample & Browse 
Art, Cut, Pressed & Carnival Glass-Porcelain-Orientalia 


Valley's Largest Selection of Pre-1920 Postcards 
Local as Well As All Over the USA 


Price Guides & Books on Antiques 








where you'll find rooms of 
gifts & decorative accesso- 
ries for your home or apart- 





ment. Our Japanese Garden 
is always open for a pleasant 
walk-thru. Plenty of close 
parking. An easy, pleasant 
drive. 


Rte. 5 ®@ CANASTOTA 





 - a 697-9093 =f 
| PRODUCING BETTER teed y//4 U.S. Materials 
| powerror | {FLAIRTIQUE = Missi = Handling 
TOMORROW'S GItT Y @ = bb Oo QO CORPORATION 


P.O. BOX 366, HERKIMER RD. (RT. 5) 
est. 1996 UTICA, NEW YORK 13503 


TECHNOLOGY 
© Utica (Corporate) 732-4111 













o Syracuse 
o Johnson City 
: yay ekg e Albany 
Clinton’s Ditch’ : 
’ 
sec ae Back the material handling company 
0 Oc 


evhee Hospi ial 


which opened its doors in 1875 with 
30 beds 


aan Chilis. Hospital 
eae Rehabilitation Conte 


which can trace its origin to 1830. 


Rent-A-Lemon 


Is your lemon in the shop again? 
Why noi... 


AND 
SAVE! 


Low Rates -DAILY, WEEKLY, MONTHLY 
Quality Cars From Yesterday 
AT PRICES FROM Years ago!! 
*15 daily plus 12¢ per mile. 


ORISKANY GARAGE RENT-A-LEMON 


208 Champlin Ave., Yorkville 7937-0803 


HOMOGENEOUS 
a, METALS, INC. 
Al P.O. Box 294, Clayville, NY 13322 


| (315) 839-5421 





ATTENTION: 


] eHomeowners 
| eContractors 
\ -eCommercial, Users 


_| aL CLEAN OUT SALE! 













Quality care through a 
century and more of 
dedicated service 

is their proud tradition. 





Faxton Hospital 


Big Apple 























| 1676 Sunset Avenue, 
ee Utica, N.Y. 13502 
| Stocky Ford 1 ae Serie 2 — —_ 
Tones Deve 112 HP-34 HP Children’s Hospital and COMPUTER =a 
| Et c New H N.Y. 
J Foro. New io1.LaNp Rehabilitation Center paeaeinaas ergs 
“443,800 « #19,200 1675 Bennett Street, INTRODUCING THE NEW: 
FORD BACKHOES ica. N.Y. 13502 386-16 MHZ SYSTEM 
arate at *28,000 Utica, : “100% IBM. COMPATIBLE 
“memes “The Faxton-Children’s Family “APPLE Ile, lic COMPATIBLE 
128, Meadow St., tition Is Something Special” ALSO AVAILABLE 


853-6151 PRINTERS, HARD DRIVES, SOFTWARE 


SIE SS 


if 
} 
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Busy waterway 


In 1900, this stretch of the Erie Canal was a busy one — between Cornelia and State streets in downtown Utica. Many 
factories lined the canal and depended on barges to haul commodities in and out. In the early 1920s, the then- 
abandoned Erie was filled in, leveled off and paved. The new street was named Oriskany Street. This photo was 


taken from Washington Street looking west toward Oriskany Circle. The buildings on the left were on site where the 
Hess gas station is today. 


Lock 17 
at Little Falls 


Here’s the west end of the Barge 
Canal’s Lock 17 at Little Falls, 
looking southeast from Moss Is- 
land, during its construction in 
1912. Lock 17, at the time, was the 
highest lift lock in the world — 40.5 
feet. Construction of the Barge 
Canal began in 1903, It was com- 
pleted in 1917 and opened on May 
15, 1918. It cost about $150 million 
to build. The Barge Is 524 miles 
long. It has no towpaths for mules 
and horses to pull along canal 
boats since the Barge was in- 
tended for motorized vessels only. 
Today, there’s not much commer- 
cial traffic on the Barge Canal, but 
the number of pleasure vessels 
has increased — tour boats, plea- 
sure craft, canoes and yachts. 


Courtesy New York State Archives 
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WILDING EQUIPMENT | BRIGTOL AUTO care ce NEW IN THE AREA? 






‘ 





WELDING SUPPLY INC. 


Hand Tools-Power Tools | New & Used Cars s Trucks _ Questionable credit? 
SALES oe ee : - tL We Will Try rolele You Finance 
RENTALS ss AND THAT'S NOT ALL. A New Or Use sige as 
724-3382 : | WE HAVE WARRANTIES @ REPAIR SERVICES pee ) 736- or 
339-3378 e —  ONALLOURCARS& TRUCKS, Call Mr, smi 853-8800 


soromartinsr.,.rome| 4948 COMMERCIAL DR,, YORKVILLE 


Established 1933 Enjoy Remarkably Prepared 


Meals in an Ambiance that Epitomizes 
Excellence in Dining. 
Irreproachably Delicious Seafood 
Servings as well as Unique 
Preparations of 


Steak, Duck & Chicken 


we Gld 
Landmark Cavern 


Route 20, Bouckville 
(315) 893-1810 Overnight Lodging 


CREDIT 
BUREAU 


OF UTICA, INC. 


Member FSLIC 


266 Genesee St. 89 Oriskany Blvd. 


197-2150 736-0106 


Utica Whitesboro 
324 Prospect 


866-3290 


Herkimer 


209 Elizabeth St., Utica 


797-1550 
797-2922 
















= 315-733-5630 


\} 





RIVERSIDE MATERIALS INC. 


A complete line of building materials. 
J.M. & BIRD FIBERGLASS ROOFING 
J.M. FIBERGLASS INSULATION 
MASTIC VINYL SIDING 
ALCOA ALUMINUM SIDING 


oy LUMBER e WINDOWS e DOORS 


PANELING e CEILING TILES 
MILLWORK e HARDWARE 
KITCHEN CABINETS e VANITIES 
INSULATED STEEL DOOR 


River Road, Marcy 724-8128 


Join Us At The 


& x Hampton “House 
i, Se sb 













And We'll paeate A Memory For You 
cializing In 
Fresh Seafood e Cajun Cooking o) V eal Dishes o Beef Entrees 
he Ultimate in Fine Dining 
Rt. 5 Kirkland (at the top of the hill) e (315) 853-3969 
Wedding Reception & Banquet Facilities Available 





x 


FORD LINCOLN MERCURY 


Miaadison County’s Largest Dealer! 5 Corners, Oneida 
Open Mon.-Thurs. 9-9; Fri. & Sat. 9-5 
Service Dept. Open Tuesday Evening UntilS 
Oneidal315) 363-0600 Syracuse 687-3000 


TOLL FREE 1-800-433-FORD 
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aN Cp eo A WXyT Cart! s] 
ANNIVERSAI 


. > a “ww 


OVER 50 YEARS OF AUTOMOBILE EXPERTISE 
FROM THE PAST TO THE PRESENT DODGE CITY HAS BEEN ALWAYS % q 
KNOWN FOR SERVICE EXCELLENCE AND THE MOST COMPETITIVENEW& V@QN 
USED CAR PRICES. 
MORE THAN EVER BEFORE DODGE CITY IS YOUR SMARTEST CHOICE FOR 
ALL YOUR AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS. 


COMMERCIAL DR. 
YORKVILLE 


WE’RE WORKING 1S. M. A. 
I 


sl 
7} MONEY 


| ON YOUR NEXT 





Schoduled Lh deds At ut © 1 





$34.95 
*38.95 





NEW OR USED VEHICLE eeoanbheBare™ 
-CADILLAC o PONTIAC o OLDS o GMC TRUCK- | ‘ 
AWARD WINNING SERVICE eel Ga ole Gi gbeerl nah ae 
THAN 2-6BL CARB AND STO IGNITION SLIGHTLY HIGHER) SEE 
SERVICE ADVISOR FOR DETAILS ON REBATE 


ER THE eae 


[TToy, CADILLAC e OLDS e PONTIAC e GMC TRUCK 
TERT TY 7113. DOMINICK ST., ROME 


IMPORTS 


f , ~ . 2 

é yo * | = os , 
7a rT * 

a 4 o '@)i 


roam ¥ 


THE ART OF ENGINEERING 


TAKE YOUR PICK! 
FOR THE 
BEST SELECTION 

SEE... 


iy 3 9 =a 
D YE 26 E 4 ~ 7 Ge 
AWS Qe ad Bes Sew FY) 


ROYAL IMPORTS 
t. 49 opie 
2, Q F = on 7 f ) " 


FOR THE 


WORKING TO SAVE 
BEST IN You MORE & GIVE 
MORE FOR 
NEW & USED YOUR MONEY 
SALES Now Located In A More 


Spacious Facility T: 
& SERVICE Better Serve You. 


ROME’S WINNING TEAM 
FOR SALES & SERVICE 
5839 Rome-Taberg, Rome 


CHRYSLER 
Commercial Dr. aauge| 
New York Mills = Rome-Taberg Rd. 
Utica Rome Yee clash ome 
783 '-B37 <3) 336- 56 166 . } 





_GET A GOOD ca ORE... | py (000 
: Law 1 A i 8 he Ga Va 
nga i = evnoler ae ae 
I33-7526 E. DOMINICK STREET 337-2440 


ROME «: 


